Directional excitability of the utricle: a study by thermoconvective stimulation.
The frog utricular macula was stimulated by thermoconvective flow in four different directions. The evoked utricular nerve action potentials were recorded via a glass suction electrode. The maximum spikes and the time constants of the potentials were counted. The spike counts and the time constants were not significantly different among stimuli. This suggests that the utricle has the same physiological excitability to any directional stimulus.